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a widespread disinclination to pay tithe, and even rent, and in
occasional risings against the landed gentry. Emissaries from
Wolfe Tone and his colleagues quickened the impulse; the
Whiteboy system had prepared the way; there was a consider-
able outburst of agrarian disorder and crime.
The two movements, distinct as yet, but already tending to
run into each other, went on rapidly through 1792. The
United Irishmen established a violent Press in Ulster; volun-
teers were enrolled in the name of National Guards; the
Society organised itself in many parts of the North; and
numerous societies were affiliated to it, in Dublin, and other
towns of the South. From these centres the new doctrines
were disseminated far and wide through the country; and
exactly as had happened in France, where the ruin of
the Seigneurs had illustrated the Rights of Man, the revolt of
the peasantry against their superiors became more and more
general. The state of lawless disturbance on the increase in
Ireland, and especially the inclination of two forces, Presby-
terianism and Catholicism, hitherto fiercely opposed, to form
a coalition, ominous and strange, perplexed and alarmed the
British Ministry, the more so that many Protestants of the
Anglican Church had joined the ranks of the United Irishmen.
After many hesitations and long delays, Pitt, completely re-
versing his late policy, resolved to make the Irish Catholics
large concessions; in this he probably was inspired by Burke,
the lifelong friend of Catholic Ireland, who always had strong
Catholic sympathies, and who, in the existing state of Europe,
sought to combat French Jacobinism with the powerful forces
through which Catholicism appeals to man; and Pitt, doubt-
less, too, was alive to the facts, that war with France was
already at hand, and that England would have Catholic Powers
as allies. In 1792 the Irish Parliament had passed an Act,
which removed, but only to a small extent, the disabilities still
affecting the Irish Catholics; Pitt, a few weeks before war was